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FEMALES MALES

It’s kind of ended up that I do the cleaning and shit, 
and I don’t know how it happened, but it’s like two 
years later I’m a 1950s housewife or something.

Ali would do most of it. We argue about it quite a 
lot. It’s not fair, really, I should do more.

I don’t think it was really a decision, but I am the 
cleaner in the relationship, just because I’m better 
at it.

Well, I would clean, but by the time I get there 
Chloe’s already done it.

I do it. It’s not something that we’ve ever discussed, 
I just sort of have done it, and neither of us is sort 
of bold enough to bring it up now, so instead I just 
do it.

Sara does do most of it, I’ve got to admit, but 
it’s not because I think she should do it because 
she’s a woman, it’s just because she’s got higher 
standards of cleanliness than me (laughs).

Source: van Hooff, J. H. (2011). Rationalising inequality: Heterosexual couples’ explanations and justifications for 
the division of housework along traditionally gendered lines. Journal of Gender Studies, 20, pp. 21–22.

Heterosexual Couples’ Explanations and Justifications for the Division of 
Household Tasks
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Source: “Modern Family: Division of Labor, Perception, and Reality, Austin Institute, December 17, 2014. http://
www.austin-institute.org/research/modern-family-division-of-labor-perception-and-reality/

perceptions as to who does most of the cleaning in the household, there is an overwhelm-
ing response of either “always female” or “usually female” (see Figure 12.1).

Socialist feminism attempts to synthesize radical and Marxist feminism. This perspective 
attempts to integrate concepts such as male domination and political–economic relations. 
Social feminists focus on gender, class, and racial relations of domination. They differ from 
Marxist feminists in that both class and gender relations are deemed primary.43 Within the 
socialist feminism perspective, there are two general themes: (1) two-system explanations of 
women’s oppression and (2) interactive-system explanations of women’s oppression. Under 
the two-system explanations, these emphases are less committed to the Marxist-founded 
framework. Rather, they maintain that patriarchy, not capitalism, may be women’s ultimate 




